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CESKOSLOVENSKEHO DESIGNU

Vystava vénovana Dfevopodniku HoleSov navazuje na dlouhodobé sbirkotvorné aktivity Muzea uméni
Olomouc a tematicky i geograficky rozsifuje pohled na fenomén ohybaného nabytku. V centru zajmu
se ocita dnes jiz malo znamy regionalni vyrobce, ktery se ve druhé poloviné 20. stoleti vypracoval mezi
predni Eeskoslovenské nabytkarské podniky.

Klic¢ovou postavou tohoto pfibéhu je architekt a zakladatel Dievopodniku HoleSov Ludvik Volak
(1909-1989), ktery ve své praci dokazal syntetizovat Eeskou i skandinavskou nabytkarskou tradici a vy-
tvofit originalni nabytek, definovany vlastnostmi dfevolaminatu - lamel, vzniklych recyklaci zbytko-
vych dyh. Pod jeho vedenim se Dfevopodnik stal jedinym velkovyrobcem nabytku z tohoto materialu
ve stfedni Evropé. Na pocatku Sedesatych let se zacal rychle rozvijet, mimo jiné diky spolupraci se
Svédskou firmou IKEA, pro niz vyrabél prvni laminatové modely. Zaroven se etabloval jako respekto-
vany producent na domacim trhu - na nabytkovych veletrzich v Brné, Ostravé nebo Liberci pravidelné
predstavoval vlastni modely uréené pro domacnosti i do verejnych interiéra.

Z Drfevopodniku pochazeji dnes jiz ikonické kusy - napfiklad kfeslo Bratislava, délici pficky do byto-
vych interiér nebo elegantni Zidle Radomira Hofmana, v nichz se spojovala moderni estetika s funk¢-
nosti. V dobé, kdy nabytkarské odvétvi trpélo nedostatkem odbornik(l a konzervativni produkci, do-
kazal si Dfevopodnik udrzet vysokou femeslnou uroven. Vyznamnou roli hrala v Gspéchu firmy také
spoluprace s prednimi architekty a navrhafi - zafizeni z HoleSova vybavilo ¢eskoslovenské pavilony
na svétovych vystavach, budovy ceskoslovenskych velvyslanectvi, hotel Intercontinental v Praze, ob-
chodni diim Kotva nebo hotel Thermal v Karlovych Varech. V symbiéze s ¢etnymi uméleckymi dily pak
tyto stavby a jejich interiéry pfedstavuji to nejlepsi z dobové Eeskoslovenské vytvarné kultury.

Prestoze v devadesatych letech vyroba nabytku z dfevolaminatu postupné zanikla, dédictvi Difevo-
podniku Hole$Sov dnes oziva nejen v muzejnich prostorach, ale diky zajmu o plivodni ¢eskoslovensky
design i ve sbératelskych kruzich. Tato vystava je tak pfipominkou vizionarské prace Ludvika Volaka
a jeho spolupracovnikd, zarover vSak i poctou originalnimu ¢eskoslovenskému designu.
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DREVOPODNIK HOLESOV: A FORGOTTEN STORY OF CZECHOSLOVAK DESIGN

The exhibition dedicated to Dfevopodnik HoleSov follows on from the long-term collecting activities of the
Olomouc Museum of Art and expands the perspective on the phenomenon of bentwood furniture, both
thematically and geographically. The focus is on a now little-known regional manufacturer that grew to
become one of the leading Czechoslovak furniture companies in the second half of the 20th century.

The key figure in this story is the architect and founder of Dfevopodnik HoleSov Ludvik Volak (1909-
1989), who managed to synthesise the Czech and Scandinavian furniture-making traditions in his work
and create original furniture defined by the properties of wood laminate — lamellas created by recycling
leftover veneers. Under his leadership, Dfevopodnik became the sole manufacturer of furniture made
from this material in Central Europe. In the early 1960s, it began to develop rapidly, thanks in part to its
collaboration with the Swedish company IKEA, for which it produced its first laminate models. At the same
time, it established itself as a respected producer on the market in this country too, regularly presenting its
own models for the interiors of homes and public buildings at furniture fairs in Brno, Ostrava, and Liberec.

Today, Drevopodnik is known for its iconic pieces, such as the Bratislava armchair, room dividers
for residential interiors, and Radomir Hofman'’s elegant chairs that combine modern aesthetics with
functionality. At a time when the furniture industry was suffering from a shortage of skilled workers and
conservative production, Dfevopodnik managed to maintain a high level of craftsmanship. An important
role in the company’s success was also played by its cooperation with leading architects and designers -
furniture from HoleSov was used to furnish the Czechoslovak pavilions at world exhibitions, Czechoslovak
embassies, the Intercontinental Hotel and the Kotva department store, both in Prague, and the Thermal
Hotel in Karlovy Vary. In symbiosis with numerous works of art, these buildings and their interiors represent
the best of Czechoslovak visual culture of the period.

Although the production of wood laminate furniture gradually ceased in the 1990s, the legacy of
Drfevopodnik Hole3ov is now being revived not only in museum spaces, but also in collectors’ circles, thanks
to interest in original Czechoslovak design. This exhibition is a reminder of the visionary work of Ludvik
Volak and his colleagues, as well as a tribute to original Czechoslovak design.
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